To: Senior Leadership Team, Public Utility
From: [Your Name], [Your Position]
Date: January 29, 2025

Subject: Update on HB 1621: ELEC CD-UTILITIES CONTRIBUTION - Detailed Analysis,
Potential Impacts, and Recommended Actions

1. Executive Summary

HB 1621, introduced in the 104th Illinois legislative session, seeks to prohibit political
contributions from public, water, and sewer utilities to candidates for municipal or state
office, and related political committees. This memo aims to provide an in-depth analysis of
the bill, its potential impact on Public Utility’s operations, an assessment of public
sentiment, and a forecast of the bill's legislative outcomes, along with recommended
strategies to monitor and engage with the legislative process.

2. Detailed Bill Analysis

Title: ELEC CD-UTILITIES CONTRIBUTION

Bill Identifier: HB 1621

Session: 104th (2025)

Origin Chamber: House

Introduced Date: January 23, 2025

Last Action: Referred to Rules Committee on January 28, 2025

Primary Sponsor: Rep. Abdelnasser Rashid [D-IL-21]

Policy Provisions:

The bill amends the Election Code by:

Prohibiting public utilities (including gas utilities) from making campaign contributions to
candidates for state or municipal offices and related political committees.
Defining applicable terms for clarity and enforcement.

Sponsorship Details:

Democratic Sponsors: 2

Republican Sponsors: 0

Bipartisan Support Level: None.

3. Detailed Impact Analysis on Public Utility

Compliance Requirements:

Immediate cessation of any political contributions to state or municipal candidates and
related committees.

Revision of internal policies to align with the new legal framework.

Implementation of compliance training for employees and executives.

Legal and Financial Implications:

Non-compliance could result in legal penalties and fines.



Required budget reallocation from political contributions to compliance activities.
Operational Adjustments:

Enhanced transparency and reporting requirements.

Reevaluation of lobbying and advocacy strategies.

Stakeholder Relations:

Potential challenges in influencing policies directly through contributions.

Need to build strategies focused on direct lobbying and engagement with policymakers.

4. Public Sentiment Analysis

Support for Transparency and Ethics:

Broad public and political support for reducing corporate influence in politics.
Advocacy for ethical governance and transparency.

Example:

POLITICO's recent coverage highlights the push for increased transparency in the political
contributions of utilities, spurred by previous controversies involving utility companies
leveraging their financial power to impact political decisions (POLITICO).

Economic and Regulatory Concerns:

Concerns about limiting utilities' ability to participate in policy discussions.

Views on potential regulatory overreach.

Example:

The Daily Line reports that some stakeholders are apprehensive about the operational
impacts of the bill, including possible increased costs associated with compliance and legal
consultations (The Daily Line).

Media and Public Forums:

Coverage from outlets like POLITICO and The Daily Line stress the broader discourse on
political and corporate accountability.

Example:

Coverage by NBC Chicago on new laws for 2025, including the sentiment that the public
seeks more stringent regulations on corporate contributions to prevent corruption and
undue influence (NBC Chicago).

Summary of Sentiment:

Positive sentiment largely revolves around improving transparency and reducing corporate
influence. Negative sentiment focuses on concerns about regulatory burden and limitations
on political engagement by utilities.

5. Bill Forecast and Potential Legislative Outcomes

Key Factors:

Support from Democratic Sponsors: The bill aligns with the Democratic Party’s stance on
transparency and anti-corruption; however, it lacks bipartisan support.

Committee Evaluation: Current referral to the Rules Committee; further progress will
depend on committee priorities and members' stance.


https://www.politico.com/newsletters/illinois-playbook/2025/01/24/drama-diplomacy-and-dei-00200431
https://www.thedailyline.com/bill-illinois-house-ban-public-utilities-making-political-donations
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-politics/new-illinois-laws-for-2025-a-look-at-whats-changing-this-new-year/3635717/

Likelihood of Passage:

While the bill has the potential to pass given the current focus on campaign finance reform,
lack of bipartisan support and potential opposition from influential utilities might present
significant hurdles.

6. Recommended Actions

1. Monitoring and Engagement:

Close monitoring of the bill’s progress through legislative committees.

Engagement with key policymakers to articulate the utility’s perspective and potential
operational impacts.

2. Compliance Preparedness:

Review and update internal policies and procedures to ensure compliance.

Conduct training sessions for staff to familiarize them with new restrictions.

3. Strategic Advocacy:

Explore alternative advocacy and public relations strategies to influence policy.

Strengthen direct lobbying efforts and stakeholder engagement.

4. Public Communication:

Prepare a communication plan to address potential public and customer concerns about the
bill and its implications.

5. Collaboration with Industry Peers:

Coordinate with other utilities to present a unified stance and engage in collective advocacy
where appropriate.

Conclusion

HB 1621 represents a significant shift in campaign finance regulations impacting public
utilities in Illinois. Proactive monitoring, strategic engagement, and compliance readiness
are essential to navigating the legislative landscape and ensuring the utility’s interests are
effectively represented.

Please contact me if you have any questions or require further details on the analysis and
recommended strategies.

[Your Name]
[Your Position]
[Your Contact Information]
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